Changes in Borrelia burgdorferi-specific serum IgG antibody levels in patients treated for acrodermatitis chronica atrophicans.
The kinetics of Borrelia burgdorferi-specific serum IgG antibody values in 74 patients treated for acrodermatitis chronica atrophicans was analysed by means of enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay. At the last clinical control, there had been no clinical signs of active infection. The serological follow-up time ranged from 12 months to 5 1/2 years (median 2 years and 1 month). In 68 (92%) of the 74 patients, a significant decrease of the specific antibody values was found within 3 years after the initiation of therapy. In 53 (72%) of the patients, this decrease was found within 15 months. Most of the patients remained seropositive during the follow-up period. The results show that a significant decline of the levels of serum IgG antibodies to Borrelia burgdorferi can be expected in the majority of patients who do not exhibit clinical evidence of persistent infection after antibiotic treatment of acrodermatitis chronica atrophicans.